XVlll
Preface.
British Museum  my patient  investigation was rewarded  an< I perused Contemplation.
Fifteen hitherto unpublished letters of Johnson *; his colleg composition in Latin prose2; a long extract from his manu script diary3; a suppressed passage in his Journey to th Western Islands4 ; Boswell's letters of acceptance of the offic of Secretary for Foreign Correspondence to the Roya Academy5; the proposal for the publication of a Geographica Dictionary issued by Johnson's beloved friend, Dr. Bathurst6 and Mr. Recorder Longley's record of his conversation wit! Johnson on Greek metres7, will, I trust, throw some lustre 01 this edition.
In many notes I have been able to clear up statements ii the text which were not fully understood even by the authoi or were left intentionally dark by him, or have become obscur through lapse of time. I would particularly refer to the ligh that I have thrown on Johnson's engaging in politics witl William Gerard Hamilton8, and on Burke's 'talk of retiring9 In many other notes I have established Boswell's accuracy against attacks which had been made on it apparently wit] success. It was with much pleasure that I discovered tha the story told of Johnson's listening to Dr. Sacheverel's sermoi is not in arty way improbableI0, and that Johnson's ' censure of Lord Kames was quite just ". The ardent advocates of tota abstinence will not, I fear, be pleased at finding at the en< of my long note on Johnson's wine-drinking that I have beei obliged to show that he thought that the gout from whicl he suffered was due to his temperance. ' I hope you persever in drinking,' he wrote to his friend, Dr. Taylor. ' My opinion i that I have drunk too little12.'
In the Appendices I have generally treated of subjects whic]
1 Post, i. 472, ». 4; iv. 260, n. 2 ; v. 405, n. i, 454, «. 2 ; vi. i-xxxvii. " Post, i. 60, n. 7.                 6 Post, vi. xxii.                 '° Post, i. 39, n. I.
3 Post, ii. 476.                     ' Post, iv. 8, n. 3.             " Post, iii. 340, n. ;                      1 7V.W iv. 420; v. 17.
